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READER. 


\HOUGH the De&#rine expoſed in 

the following Pages, (injurious to the 
Honour "of G and the Peace of Men) ſeems 
near expiring ; © yet, as ſome extraordinary Ef 
forts have been lately made to revive, and re- 
eftabliſh the ſume; I hope I may be allowed to 

| publiſh the Recipe by which, in ſeme Meaſtre; 
1 was relieved from the Malignity I ſucked . 
in very early; the Effetls of which 1 felt ſe- 6-2 
verly in riper Life. 
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[ iv] 

As to the Performance, which coſt me ſome 
Pains to collect and digeſt; if it will not 
plead its own Cauſe, I am not concerned for 
its Succeſs : And I ſhall only add, that it was 
honeſily intended, and according to my Abi lity 
fairly executed. 


My Very Goop FRIEND C. . 


T-.O 


in LONDON. 


Ss IX, 


OURS of the 5th Inſtant, kind, tho? ſevere, me- 

rits my Acknowledgments. In Return, I own 

that, as to the Aſſembly's Confeſſion of Faith, larger 

and ſhorter Catechiſms, my Sentiments are very 

different from what they formerly were. Whether I have 

now a better Diſcernment, or am, as you expreſs it, under 

reat Deluſion, you may better judge when we ſhall have 

Fniſhed our propoſed literary Correſpondence on that Sub- 

jet, and you ſhall have heard the Motives which have 
produced the Alteration. | 

You charge this to my Remiſſneſs in waiting at the 
© Throne of Grace for Illumination, and my Wantonneſs 
© in truſting to my own Underſtanding, when the Way to 
© Truth and eternal Life is ſo fairly exhibited in the Scrip- 
© tures, and thoſe excellent "Tracts abovementioned.” 

God having made the Perceptions of Men different, the 
fame Care and Induſtry does not always produce an Agree-- 
ment in Sentiment: He who knows our Frame, will, I 
doubt not, accept our fincere Endeavours, however weak 
our Capacities, or ſmall our Improvement. 

I ſhall take the Liberty to make Remarks on ſome Parts 
of the Works of thoſe Divines, whoſe Capacity and Since- 
Ty you ſo much applaud. | 

obſerve, in general, they were formed agreeable to the 
then Mode of Divinity in this Nation. 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve how hard it is to remove 
vulgar 4 When the Romiſb Church-tyranny (that 
Yoak which our Fathers were not able to bear) — its 

ubbith 


[6] 
Rubbiſh of Creeds and Worſhip, was in' a good Meaſute 
removed, and a more Fe Way of Enquiry was indulged, 
and another Syſtem eſtabliſhed, the People in Time grew as 
fond of their new, as * had been of the preceding. 

Religion, like other Ihings, is ſubject to vary in its 
Mode. 

In this, every Society is, or ought to be free, and every 
Perſon ought to have Liberty to expreſs his own Sentiments, 
and every Reſtrairit is an Act of Tyranny over the Con- 
ſciences of Mankind. Whether or no there had been an 
undue Exerciſe of the new Church-Power under Queen E- 
lizabeth, King James, and Charles the Firſt, it is not to my 
preſent Purpoſe to examine: | 

However, in the laſt of thoſe Reigns, Arminianiſm ſpread 
itſelf under the Patronage of ſome — 3 and when thoſe 
Prelates, with their Monarch and Church-Eftabliſhment; 


ſunk under the — of Oppoſition, the Caluiniſis Prin- 


ciples roſe with new — 
This appeared by the Reſolutions and Acts of the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines, ſummoned to fit at Veſiminſter 1643. This 
Work is the Subject of our preſent Inquiry and Examination. 
I think the Confeſſion of Faith, and the larger and ſhorter 
Catechiſms, contain much that appears unworthy of, and a 
Reproach to God; and that very many of the Texts of 
Scripture, brought to confirm Poſitions there laid down, are 
foreign to the Deſign for which they are quoted. 
You are pleaſed to call the ſhorter Catechiſm an excel- 
lent Form of found Words: 
I ſhall paſs by ſome Things of leſs Moment, while I ob- 


je againſt thoſe of greater. 


The ſecond Anſwer in that Catechiſm : The Word of Gad 
(which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament ) is the only Rule to direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy him. Surely we muſt allow the Almighty to be the 


common Parent of Mankind. 


Compare the few, only Jews and Chriſtians, who have 
that Rule, with the very great Numbers who have not, 
ſhall we conclude that he has left almoſt all the World, with- 
out any Rule in their moſt momentous Concerns? God 
forbid. | 

Suppoſe the Scriptures to be as good a Rule as you pleaſe, 
and __ as highly favoured who enjoy it, is it the only 
one 


1 could 


BY 
— 
F + 


1. 


I could quote much from the Book you boaſt of to the 
Purpoſe, but ſhall content myſelf, and I hope you alſo, with 
one Paſſage from St. Paul to the Romans, ii. 14,15. For the 
Gentiles which have not the Law, by which I underſtand the 
Scriptures, ſo far as then written, do Nature tbe Things 
contained in the Lato; theſe having not the Law, are a Law 
unto themſelves, which ſhew the Work of the Law written in 
their Hearts. *T was there written; If it was a Law, was 
it not a Rule? If the Law of Reaſon was a Rule, where the 
Scriptures were not exhibited or received, then the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament are not the only Rule 
to direct us. 1 
As to the Fourth, I can conceive of an all- perfect Being, 
that he is unchangeable; and that the one Eternal is all Per- 
fection. | | 
Alſo, agreeable to the Fifth, that there is but one God. 
T think the Words Living and True are ſuperfluous. I fear 
I have tired your Patience by my firſt long Letter. 
Exon, T conclude, Yours, c. 


March 16, 1749-50. T.. 


To My. T. W. in Exon. 


My Dear Friend, 


mpelled by warm Compaſſion for your precious Soul, 

as perverted from the good old Path, and in imminent 
Danger of Deſtruction, I enter into this literary Corre- 
es. wh with you; and Oh! that I may be ſo happy as 
to reclaim and reſtore you : | 

Paul may plant, and Apollo water, c. 

I received your Anſwer to my firſt, and find by it, that 
you have not commenced a profeſſed Atheiſt, which I fear 
may be in Time the Conſequence of leaning too much to 
your own Underſtanding. The Rule is,, To the Law, 
and to the Teſtimony | 
Ihe few Remarks you have yet made on that excellent 
Sum of Chriſtian Divinity, the Aﬀembly's ſhorter Cate- 
chiſm, I ſhall paſs by, as Matters of leſs Moment than ſome 
of the following: You believe a God; you do well; but 
remember your dalyation depends on bclieving rightly of that 
Being, and conforming to his Word, 

The 


(8] | 

The Sixth Article is, that there are three Perſons in the 
God-head ; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gheſt; and theſe 
three are one God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and 
Glory. Proved by Math. xxviii. 19. — x fob v. 7. 

Ihe larger Catechiſm adds to the Words One God, that of 
Eternal, &c. alths* diſtinguiſhed by their perſonal Properties, 
which are; It is proper ta the Father to beget the Son, and to 
the Son to be begotten of the Father, and to the Holy Ghoſt to 
proceed from the Father and the Son from all Eternity. Alſo 
in the Confeſſion of Faith, In the Unity of the Ged-head there 
be three Perſons of one Subſtance, Power and Eternity; God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy-Ghoft. The Father is 
of none, neither begotten nor proceeding ; the Son is eternally, 
begotten of the Father; the Holy-Gho/t, eternally proceeding 
How the Father and the Son. All this, proved by a great 

umber of Scriptures, which I leave you to read, and judge 
how fit they are to prove this ſtupendous Myſtery. 

London, Jan, SI RX, &c. 

March 25, 1750. C. L. 


911 


Received your compaſſionate Letter, for which I return 

you as under. However J may in Opinion differ from 
you, tis what I can no Way avoid. As the State of the 
Caſe appears, ſo will the Determination of the Judgment 
be. I cannot perceive the Truth to be on your Side the 
Point, from what you have produced, 

I am, on the other Hand, perſuaded, that not one of the 
Texts you quote contains any thing to your Point, but juſt 
the contrary, when the Scope and Senſe of the Context is 
taken in. 

I cannot conceive of an eternal Begetter, eternally be- 

otten, and an eternally Proceeding, without Priority and 
8 Supremacy and Subordination. Nor can I to 
the Notion of Infinite, add a Sameneſs of Subſtance. 

Muſt not the Begetter exiſt before the Begotten? Muſt 
not the Begotten and Begetter exiſt before the Proceeding 
with the others could conſtitute one Triune, undivided, co- 
equal, co-eſſential, co-eternal God? I ſhall at this Time 
only recommend to your Conſideration two Texts of Scrip- 


ture, which I think will put the Point in Debate beyond all 


Contradiction. 


John 


- 


= 


John xiv. 28. My Father is greater than J. — Mark xiii. 
32. But of that Day knoweth 'no Man; no, not the Angel. 
which are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father, oe, 

Exon, | I am, SIR, &c._ 
April 4, 1750. „ e en 
SIR, : . | 

HE Texts you quote were ſpoken of the Human Na- 
ture of Jeſus Chriſt, and will bear the following Pa« 
raphraſe: Cat Wa | 
As if our Lord had faid, The Decree is fix'd, and will in 
the determinate Time be executed: But that Time is a Se- 
cret, lodged only in the Breaſt of the Omniſcient; it is not 
communicated to any of the brighteſt Intelligences which 
ſurround the Throne above, much leſs to any » ho not 


even to my Humanity. we 8 
The hypoſtatic Union did not exalt the Human Nature 
into the Divine, but joined it with the Divine. As God, 
Jef Chriſt knew all Things, being perfect God; as Man, 
ie took our Infirmities, and was perfect Man. Perfect 
God and perfect Man in one Perſon ; therefore no Impeach- 
ment of the Perfection of his Human Nature; that to it was 
not communicated, even the perfect Knowledge of the Di- 
vine. | | J am; SIR, Yours, Cc. 
London, April 15, 1750. C 


S 1 R, | 
W HEN Feſus Chri/t ſpeaks of The Son, he ſpeaks of 
| himſelf as the whole Perſon, as appears from the 
Hiſtory of his Life ; nor can we ſuppoſe, that, in a Being 
compaſed of God and Man, that Deity can be eclipſed by 
the Human Nature; ſuch a Suppoſition would, I preſumes 
be thought abſurd and blaſphemous: When he of 
| himfelf as the Sen by way of Eminence, muſt he not be ſup- 
poſed to include the moſt exalted Part of his conjun& Na- 
ture, as being the eternally-begotten, co- equal, co- eſſential 
God? If he did intend his whole Self by the Word 
Son, it muſt, in this Place, infer Superiority in the Father 
fince the Father knew what the Son knew not. 
A Perſon ſuppoſe, who has two Eyes, one by which he 
had a clear and perfect Sight, and one clouded by ſome Ob- 
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firuQion, by which he could not diſcern Objects in fo per- 


fect a Manner; ſhould ſuch a Perſon ſhut his bet Eye, and 

fay he could not perceive a certain Object, when he only 

choſe not to ſee it, and therefore ſhut the Eye by which he 

could have ſeen the Object, and concealed the 'I'ruth under 

this ſecret Reſervation, (viz.) I mean I cannot ſee it with 

my clouded Eye: I aſk what we ſhould judge of ſuch a 
an in ſuch a Caſe ? 


| Beſides, the Gradation of the Sentence ſpeaks on my Side; 


the Words are from the lower Rank of _—_ ; but of that 
Day knoweth no Man; no, not the Angels which are in Heaven; 
Beings of higher Rank than Man; neither the Son, a Being 
higher than Angels; but the Father, the higheſt of all, the 
only Omniſcient! Had Jeſus Chriſi intended the Human 
Nature, that was not above the Angelic. I ſhall only ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, &c. 


a Exon, April 26, 1750. | 1. W. 
8 IX, 


Received yours of the 26th of April; I could have re- 
plied on the Foot of Myſteries, but that would lead us 


out of the Way of our preſent Enquiry. I ſhall next men- 


tion the ſeventh Queſtion in the ſhorter Catechiſm. Right- 
ly to underſtand the Anſwer to this Queſtion, hat are the 
fares of God ? would be of great Service in the Religion 
of our Lord, true Chriſtianity. The Anſwer is, The De- 
crees of God are his eternal Purpoſe, according to the Counſel 

his own Will; whereby, for his own Glory, he hath fore-or- 

ined whatever comes to paſs. — This is proved by Eph. i. 
11, 12. Being predeſtinated according to the Purpoſe of him 


who worketh or directeth ALL THINGs after the Counſel of 


his own Will, &c. N. B. ALL THINGS, from the 
Powers and Dominions above, to the meaneſt Worm, In- 
ſect, or Atom: Not a Duſt in the beaten Road but has its 
Riſe and Fall decreed from all Eternity. - 

| Theſe Decrees lay only in the divine Mind, till their Ex- 
ecution began in the Work of Creation, and will continue 
by his Providence ; whatever has been, is, or ſhall be to E- 
ternity, are but the Expreffion or Manifeſtation of what in 
Embrio was fore-known, and from Eternity pre- ordained 
2 What is. intended by the Work of Creation is in the 
Ninth Anſwer expreſſed ; God's making all Things of nothing E 

an 


[17] | 
and the Works of Providence in the Eleventh Article, are 
his moſt holy, wiſe, and powerful Preſerving and Governing all 
his Creatures, and all their Actions. As the Creature Man is 
to be the Suhject of our Correſpondence, you will. excuſe 
my altering the Series of the Articles, as they ſtand in the 
Catechiſm, and conſider the Tenth after the Eleventh.— 
God created Man, Male and Female, after his own Image, in 
Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, ard Holineſs, &c. God's Work of 
Creation was immediately ſucceeded by the Work of Pro- 
vidence. 

As Man was made with Capacities ſuperior to the other 
Parts of this lower Creation, tis queſtioned in the 12th Ar- 


ticle, What ſpecial Af of Providence did God exerciſe towards 


Man, in the Eftate wherein he was created? The Anſwer is, 
When God had created Man, he entered into a Covenant of 
Life with him, _=_ Condition of perfect Obedience, forbidding 
him to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, upon 
Pain of Death. | 55 
This is the Covenant of Works: Keep this and live; 
break it and die. But alas! our firſt Parents fell from the 
Eſftate wherein they were created, by ſinning againſt God; that 
is, they broke the Covenant, they eat of the Tree; the 
fatal Conſequence is expreſſed in Article 16. The Covenant 
being made with Adam, not only for himſelf but for his Poſte- 
rity, all Mankind deſcending from him by ordinary Generation, 
ſinned in him, and fell with him in the 2 Tranſgreſſion. The 
17th Article lets us know into what a deplorable State the 
Fall brought Mankind, viz. an Eftate of Sin and Mi- 
fery. The 18th Article expreſſes the Sinfulneſs of that E- 
{tate into which Man fell. The Guilt of Adam's firft Sin, 
Want of ariginal Righteouſneſs, and the Corruption of his own. 
Nature, which is commonly called Original Sin, together with all 
attual Tranſgreſſions which proceed from it. The Miſery of 
that Eſtate into which Man fell, is expreſſed in the 19th 
Article, and that Miſery is very deplorable. Mankind, by 
the Fail, firſt 4% Communion with God ; ſecondly, are under 
his Wrath and Curſe ; and ſo, conſequently, made liable to all 
the Miſeries in this Life, to Death 15 and to the Pains of 
Hell for ever. But God did not leave. ALL Mankind to 
be in this State of Sin and Miſery; but, having out ff 
is mere good Pleaſure, not that he was under any Obligation 
fo to do, from all Eternity elected ſome to everlaſting Lif,, did 


enter into another Covenant, the firſt being broken, a Cove: 
| B 2 ; nant 


—_— _ 11 


| | S391; - 

nant of Grate, to deliver them out of the Eſtate of Sin and 
Miſery, and to bring them into an Eſtate of Salvation by a Re- 
deemer. None but theſe happy Few ſhall be Veſſels of Mer- 
cy, the reſt left to the Curſe under which they fell, without 
any Poſſibility of Salvation. But having exceeded the 
Bounds of an ordinary Letter, and fearing to loſe the Time 
of the Poſt, ſubſcribe myſelf, Yours, &&. © 

London, May 1, 1750. | C. L. 


8 1 R, | | 
Received yours of May 1. According to the Syſtem of 
Divinity exhibited by many Divines, the Part reſpect- 

ing the Decrees of God gives a moſt ſhocking Idea of the 
Sovereign of the World. If their Repreſentation of his 
Dealings with his poor Creatures is true, well might Moſes 
ſay of Fm in Deuteronomy iv. 24. For the Lord thy God is a 
conſuming Fire, even a jealous God! A Being of extenſive 
Severity in Proportion to his Mercy. I take you to be a 
fair Antagoniſt, therefore defire you to deſcribe that Series 
of his Tuftice and Mercy towards the whole Race of Man- 
kind, agreeable to what is laid down in the Aſſembly's Con- 
feſſion of Faith, larger and ſhorter Catechiſms, and the 


Wrings of ſome other Divines, I am, Hur, 
. Exon, May 13 1750 T. W. 
S IX, 


Am ready to ſatisfy your Requeſt, but deſire to ſettle 
the Senſe of one Term firſt, viz. the Word Grace; that 


wie may not uſe it in a Senſe contrary or doubtful to each 


other. Sometimes *tis uſed to ſignify Beauty, Ornament, 
Comelineſs, or Order, and ſometimes F avour beſtowed ; the 
laſt is the Senſe in which I ſhall uſe it. | 

The Grace or Favour of God, is divided into Common 
and. Special. 1 25 | r 
Common Grace is that which is diſpenſed alike to Elect 
and Reprobate; the Special, only to God's peculiar ones. 
This Caſe cannot be certainly known from the other, but 
ſometimes by the happy Subjects to whom the Spirit of 


Cod beareth WV, itneſs with their Spirits, that they are the Lord 5. 


uch ſometimes feel the Manifeſtation of this in their own 
Breaſts, As for others, No Man knoweth Love or Hatred, 
by all that is before them; for he maketh his Sun to riſe * 5 


| uz] 
Fvil and the Good. All worldly Grace, &:. has nothing 
diſtinguiſhing in it in Appearance; tho? indeed the com- 
mon Favours beſtowed on the Reprobate ſhall contribute to 
make the Weight of their Damnation more heavy; eſpe- 
cially-thoſe Common Graces of a Spiritual Kind; as, 

I.] Reſtraining, or preventing Grace,. which is ſhewn 
when Perſons are running into great and dangerous Evils, 
God, by ſome Work on the Heart, or by his Providence, 
prevents or hinders them in their Courſe. 

2. ] Another General. or Common Grace, is an Illumina- 
tion of the Mind in Spiritual ag In this many Re- 
probates may exceed many who are elected. 

- 3-]'Penitence and Sorrow for paſt Sins, and Reſolutions 


of better Obedience, and theſe to a very great Degree. 


.] Delight in the Ways of God, and Zeal for his Ho- 
nour, even to expoſing themſelves to Sufferings and Death, 
in the Cauſe of God and his Religion. Theſe may be ſaid 


to be not far from the Kingdom of Heaven. All this will be 


ineffectual to the Reprobate; but improve to ſpecial and 
ſaving Grace in the Elect. | 
I ſhould mention ſome of thoſe ſpecial and ſaving Graces 


to which the Reprobate ſhall never attain, as their. deſtin'd 


End is eternal Damnation; God hides from, or prevents 
them from laying hold of the Means of Salvation, for the 
Praiſe of his glorious Juſtice and vindictive Vengeance. 
But theſe will fall under the Deſcription of the Method 
or Chain of - Cauſes and Effects of Salvation and Damna- 
tion: I ſhall leave it to my next. I am at preſent, 
London, May 24, 1750. Tours, C. L. 


7 #3 - 5 1 
I Received yours of the 24th Inſtant, and wait your next 
with Impatience, and then ſhall take the Freedom to 
make what Remarks I think proper. I give you the Trou- 
ble of this, only to acquaint you that yours came to Hand. 
Exon, 1 am, 8 JX, &c. 
May 31, 1750. " Irhex! 


S we are engaged in a Debate of the greateſt Weight, 
in which the Vindication of the divine Conduct to- 


Wards all his rational Creatures is to be attempted, I ſhall 


proceed with great Caution, and on good Authority, 


7 


. 
1 fhall ſhew the Chain of Cauſes and Effects one End 
of which we ſhall find in the Cabinet of Heaven, which 
thro* Intermediate Gradations ſhall extend to the endleſs 
Ages of Eternity. 
The firſt Cauſe of all Things, conſiſting of 
1. God. three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
of whom we have treated on the Sixth Que- 
ſtion of the Catechiſm. From him proceeds, 
All Things — will z or whatſo- 
2. Fore-know- ever ſhall come to paſs ; which, with Re- 
ledge and De- gard to Man, is divided into two Parts. 
cree. 1. Decree of Election. 
| 2. Decree of Reprobation, and this before 
Men or Angels were created; by this the firſt, middle, and 
final State of Men are determinately and unchangeably fed, 
for the Glory of God's Grace and Juſtice. 
When the Decrecs of God were ſo far un- 
3. Creation. folded, then the proper Subject appeared on 
the Stage of the World. In this there was 
no Difference, Elect and Reprobate both alike created. 
All Adam's Poſterity involved in the 
4. Fall of Adam. Guilt of the firſt Tranſgreſſion; the Con- 
ſequence of which was, 
Even to this Link of the Cala,” no 
5. State of Unbelief. Marks of God's Wrath or Favour ap- 
peared diſtinguiſhable. 

But in the next 8 of Deſcent, the Execution of the 
Decrees of God, a vaſt Difference is made, tho* clouded 
from mortal View, Election and Reprobation, between which 
the Great Gulph of eternal irrevocable Decree is fix'd. 
Now the happy and unhappy Subjects of Election and Re- 
probation, are never to meet again. In this may be ap- 
plied the —.— of Abraham to the rich Man, T hoſe who 
would paſs from hence to you cannot. I ſhall firſt purſue the 
Chain Cauſes thee? Election to Salvation or Glorification, 
and afterwards through Reprobation to Damnation. 

From hence all the happy Conſequences, 
6. Election. which I can no way ſo well expreſs, as in the 
Words of the Aſſembly of Divines Confeſſion 

of Faith, Chap. iii. Sect. 5. Thoſe of Mankind that * 125 
dlinated unto Life, God, before the Foundation 9 58. orld 
2was laid, according to bis eternal and immutable 5 and 
ſecret Council, bo; gord Pleaſure, of his Will, bath c 4 7 
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e 
n 
id 
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— Glory, out bis meer Grace and 


Love; without any Forefight of Faith or good Works, or 
Perſeverance in either of them, or any other Thing in the 
Creature, as Conditions or Cauſes moving him thereunto, and 
All to the Praiſe of his glorious Grace. 20 
Our firſt Parents, at their Creation, having covenanted for 
themſelves and their Poſterity, on Terms of perfect Obe 
dience, on their Forfeiture: they were expoſed to the Wrath 
of God, whoſe ftrift Juſtice rendered their Recovery im- 
poſſible, had not infinite Wiſdom, on the Fall, contrived 
a Way wherein God might be juſt, and yet a Juſtifier of 
thoſe who had been Tranſgreſfors. The three Perſons in the 
Bleſſed Trinity, each on his own Part, and jointly together, 
reed to chooſe ſome of the loſt Race, and make them 
Veſlels of Mercy. The Father agreed to ſend the Son, and 
accept of his Sacrifice for the Sins of the Elect. The Son 
agreed to take upon him the Office of Mediator, and to 
fuffer in the ſame Nature, and for the Sake of the Elect. 
The Holy Ghoſt, on his Part, agreed to call, ſanctify, and 
repare the Heirs of Salvation. 
eſus Chriſt became the procuring Cauſe of Man's Re- 
demption. I ſhall give you a ſhort View of ſome of the 
ſubordinate Cauſes, or the Means by which the great Pro- 
curing Cauſe operates. 
1/t, By the Holineſs of his Manhood performing the 
W. | 
2dly, By his Sufferings and Death, paying the Price of 
our Ranſom. 
3dly, By being ſubjected to the Grave as a Priſon. 
4thly, his Reſurrection, as a Token of his being ſet 
free on Payment of the Debt. | 
5thly, By his Aſſention to the Father, in Proof of his 
Acceptance with the Father. 
6 By his ſitting at the Right-hand, partaking of the 
ather's Glory, and as our Advocate, making conti- 
nual Interceſſion for the Elect. 
T ſhall next proceed to the efficient Cauſes of Salvation 
of the Elect. | 
The next is, as in the Margin. This, accord- 
ing to the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, The Work of 7. Effeftual 
God's Spirit, whereby convincing us of our Calling. 
Sin Miſery, enlightening our Minds in the - | 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and renewing our Wills ; He, 2 
pirit, 
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Spirit, doth perſuade and enable us to embrace Jaſus Chriſ, 


free offered tous in the Goſpel. This is the firſt Evidence 


or Proof the Elect Soul can have of God's Love. The 
Perſon who is effectually called, and keeps alive the Senſe 
of that Holy Calling, can look back, and ſee himſelf en- 
rolled in ch 
Foundations of the World were laid: He can look forward, 
as being fully aſſured that he ſhall walk the Golden Streets 
of the New Feruſalem ; being as ſure of Eternal Glory as if 
he were in actual Poſſeſſion of it, and flood imm jately 
before the Throne of God. 
Thoſe who are effectually called, do in this Life partake 
| of ſeveral Benefits, three of which are ex- 
8. Juſtification. preſſed in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm ; the firſt 
of which makes the eighth Link of the Chain. 
This to the happy Subject is an Act of Grace or Pardon 
for all Sins, paſt, preſent, or to come, in and thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt. Such an one, notwithſtanding he may have many 
Infirmities, and fall- into great and enormous Sins, as has 
been the Caſe with many of God's Choſen Ones, yet he 
ay boldly challenge with the Apoſtle, ' Rom. viii. 33. Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Ele# 2 &c. Glorious 
Privilege of the Sons of God] By this being free from all 
Charges that the Juſtice of God, or Cenſures of Men or. 
Devils can lay againſt him, he is no longer an Alien, but 
by the next Privilege, which makes the ninth 
9. Adoption. Link in the Order of Cauſes, and is, An Act of 
God's Free Grace, whereby we are received into 
the Number, and have · a Right to all the Privileges 122 the Sons 
of God, and become Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs with 
hriſt, Rom. viii. 17. 
A tenth Link in the Order is Sanctification, which 7s a 
Sancti Work of God's Spirit, whercby we are renewed 
T9. Dane" in the whole Man, after the Image of God, and 
Rain. are enabled more and more to die unto Sin, and 
live unto Righteouſneſs. To theſe ineſtimable Privileges ma 
be added, as in the yu Anſwer and the Catechiſm, The 
Benefits which in this Life do accompany, or flow from Tuſtifi- 
cation, Adoption, and Sanctiſication; are, Aſſurance of Gad's 
Love, Peace of Conſcience, Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Increaſe of 
Grace, and Perſeverance therein io the End. This brings the 
Ele& to the very Borders of the Promiſed Land. The next 


Remove. 


e Book of God's Election; written before the 
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Remove i in.his Way, i is the Ford of Jordan, 11. Tempera! 


Temporal Death. 8 N Death. 
This lands them on * ore of the Hea- 4 
venly Ganann of eternal Glory, to the Praiſe 1557 Eternal A 


of-Gad's: free and eternal Love, in and thro - 
the Merits and Interceſſion of the Redeemer. I. could 
dwell on this delightful Theme; therefore I hope you will 


excuſe the Length of this Letter, . Vour's, Wes i ry 
London, 0s 9z RI 18 : C. "A \ 
8; 4 25 N 


Received your's, which the long, as it contained much 
1 Matter, may be well born with; ſhall. make no Re- 
marks, till you have given me the Series of Cauſes and Ef- 


fects, which ends in eternal ane N 2 5 
Luidon, Fune 20, 75055 Nb bnd $1: 
* Bs wt . 5 

S J. R, 


[ Shall 3 to eb — your laſt R 0 in the beſt 

Manner I can, and begin where the — of Election 

left the Elect, who TI have lodged 1 in eternal Decree of 

Glory. But to the other, the fatal Davos; aha 1 

of Reprobation. | 95 * 

or the wonderful Difference made! ' N 1 
o choſe free and unmerited Love; to g. G, gon: 

8 

theſe as max juſt Hatred of the Veſſcls of. * the Reprobate. 


2 is . Toh of aner 50 Calling, or q. No Calling, 
a Calling which is deſigned, and will prove ar an ineſbec- 
ineffectual. Sce Confeſſion of Faith, Ch. iii. tual Calling. 
2 7. The reſt of Mankind ; that is the 
probate, God vas pleaſed according te the  unſearchable 
— of | higzown Will, whereby he extendeth or with-holdeth 
Mercy as 2 pleaſeth, for the Glory of his «ſovereign Power 
over his Creatures, to paſs by, and to ordain them 1% D 
honour: and Wrath for their Sin, to the Praiſe of his glorious 
Juſtice. You ſee here the Effects of God's eternal Decree of 
Reprobation. Again, in the Larger Catechiſm, Al the 
Elect, and they only, are effettually called; all the others may 
be, and often are, not always outward!y called by the Miniſtry 
of the Mord, and have fame common Operations of the Spirit, 
who * their wilful Neglect __ Contempt of Grace Www 
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to them, being Jufth left to their Unbelief, do never, nor ever 
can, truly come to Foſus Gbrift. 
10. Jenorance of Mind. — Ihe next Stage the:Repro- 
Hardneſs of Heart. — Re- © bates arrive at in their Way 
probate Senſe. nay do inevitable Perdition, is, 
in Sin gen — fe | wen dg ws 7 on 
g te Gets 1 


2 2 * . The Reprobate 
92 always 'f#llowed © force of theſe Roads, -whi 
by a Relapſe. all center in Fulneſs of Sin. 
This Stage of the Reprobate 
11. Fulneſs of Sin is that which immediately pre- 


_ cedes temporal Death; for the 
Singer lives to no better Purpoſe than to com pleat his — 
quities, which, when full, he is cut off. As God by the de- 


terminate Counſel of his own- Will, hath from Eternity or- 


dained the End, ſo alſo the Means: Then he«ſhall arriye at 
the next Stage, Temporal Death. 
| This is the Gate, which being ſhüt, \ſepa- 
12. Temporal rates the Reprobate from all the Means 
Death. Grace, which in his/Life-tame he i ſeemed 
in common with others, and ſets him 
before. God i in the _—_ Stage, the laſt Judgment, there to 
hear his final Doom: Go ye Cum ſad into ever- 
13. Laſt lafting Fire prepared for the Devil and bis Au- 
Janes. gels. © Pr not a While ago, or fince the 
. Sinner became the actual Tranſgreſſor of the 
Laws of God; not becauſe it was by God foreknown, he 
would be a dinner in Time ; 10, prepared before the Foun- 
dation of the World was laid; *twas in Eternity decreed, 
that ſuch a determinate Number, and thoſe individual Per- 
ſons ſhould be excluded from = Wr or Grace, 
and Reconcilation with God. 
Nothing now remains but 5 e the Reprabats at his 
| own Place, where will be Weeping, Wail- 
14. Eternal ing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth for ever. The 
Damnation. Elect ſhall heighten their Songs to God, and 
the Lamb in Praiſe of Redbuming Love to- 
wards them, while they behold the juſt Judgment of God 
executed with Rigour on the Reprobate, who in the Ruins 
of the Fall were diſtinguiſhed for Damnation, while by 
free electing Grace they were choſen as Veſſels of Mercy. 
TLondon, * ä 1 am, SIR, Yours, &c. 


June 29, 1750. . 
| 8 17 R, 
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tence. As to the 


F 
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"= Hr; 1 
N your: laſt I received your Account of the Order of 
Cauſes of Damnation, from the ſecret Counſel of God's 
„in — to the final Execution of the laſt Sen- 


itneſs of ſuch an Order from an inevita- 
ble Decree of God, I ſhall have an Occaſion to enquire 
but firſt deſire you would Jet me ſee more of your Authori-. 
ties for this Part of your Syſtem of Divinity L 
r Ian, I, See. 
July 8, 1750. | N 


1 abba. 
N Compliance with your Deſire, I ſend you more of our 
Authorities for this great and glorious. Truth, which ex- 
alteth the Lord, and debaſeth the xn 2 
I ſhall next quote Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. v. Sect. 4. 
The almighty Power, unſearchable Wiſdom, and infinite Good- 
neo of God, fo far extendeth itſelf even to the firſt Fall, and all 
other Sins of Angels and Men, and that not by a bare Permiſſion, 


T. W. 


| but ſuch as hath joined with it a moſt wiſe and powerful 


Bonding, and otherwiſe ordering and governing of them in a 
manifold Diſpenſation to his own holy Ends ; yet ſo, as the Sin- 
Fulneſs thereof proceedeth only from the Creature, and not from 
God, who being maſt holy and righteous, neither is, nor can be, 
the Author of Sin. Here you ſee the Character of God 
vindicated againſt any Charge of being the Author of Sin, 
tho” it is an Effect of his eternal Decree.  _ | 
Again, Sect. 6. As for thoſe uyched and ungodly Men, 
whom God, as a righteous Fudge, 1 Sins doth blind and 
harden, from them he not only with-holdeth his. Grace, whereby 
they might have been enlightened in their Underſtandings, and 
wrought upon in their Hearts; but ſometimes alſo withdraweth 
the Gifts which they had, and expoſeth them to ſuch Objedts as 
their Corruption makes Occaſions of Sin; and withal gives them 
over to their own Luſts, the Temptations of the World, and the 
Power of Satan; whereby it comes to 24 that they harden 
themſelves, even under thoſe Means which God uſeth for the 
Softening of others. You ſee God takes away nothing, but 
his own, viz. the Common Grace, which he had for a Time 
lent them ; and leaves them to the Power of Satan and their 


own Luſts. 


C3 


Again, 


20 
Again, Chap. x. Sect. 4. Others not elected, alths they 
may be called by Miniſtry of the Word, and may have 1 | 
, 


common Operations of the Spirit, yet they never come unto Chri 
and therefore cannot be ſaved; much leſs can Men not profeſſing 
the Chriſtian Religion be ſaved, in any other Way ale 
be they never "fo diligent to frame their Lives according to the 
Law of Nature, and the Law of that Religion they do profeſs ; 
and to aſſert and maintain that they may, is pernicious and to be 
deteſted. This is Part of the Evidence from the Aſſembly's 
Confeſſion of Faith, ſet forth by the Command of the 
Lords and Commons, 1643. re 

Next I ſhall offer you Authorities from the Reverend and 
Holy Archbiſhop Uſher, who, in his Body of Divinity, after 
he anſwered the Queſtion, I hat is Reprobation ? and aſſert- 
ed that Sin is not the Cauſe of Reprobation ; he aſks, 1s 
there no Cauſe thin of Reprobation in the Reprobate ? Anſwer, 


None at all, in that they, rather than others, are paſſed by of 


God; that is, wholly from the unſearchable Depth of God's free 
Fill and good 22 - 22 45 15 
He aſks again, But is not God unjuſt in reprobating ſome 
Men, and electing others, when all were alite? Anſwer, No, 

for he was bound to none; amd to ſhew his Freedom and Power 
aver his Creatures, he diſpojeth of them as he will for his Glory. 

As the Potter is not unjuſt in making f the ſame Clay ſundry 
Veſſels, fome to Honour, and ſome to Diſhonour. 

Again he aſks, How can it be ſhewed, out of the Scriptures, 


that God hath a Hand, whereby he governeth even the Tranſ- 


grefſor againſt bis holy Mill? 
Anſwer, 1. God did ſend Foſeph into Egypt, c. 
2. God hardened Phargsh's Heart. | 
3. God commanded Shemei to curſe David. 
4. God moved David to number the People. * 
5. *Twas of God that Rehoboam hearkened not to the 
People. 9 
. The Devil was bidden of God to be a Lying Spirit in the 
Mouths of the falſe Prophets. 
' 7. Gad mingled among them the Spirit of Error. 
8. The Lord gave Jacob for a Spoil to the Robbers. Iſaiah 
xlii. 24. 5 | 
9. Why haſt thou made us to err out of thy May, and harden- 
ed our Hearts from thy Fear? Iſaiah Ixiii. 17. | 
10. God gave them up to vile Aﬀettions. Rom. i. 26. 
11. God ſent them ftrovg Deluſions. 2 Theſſalonians li. 3 I, 
nd 
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\ And, to be content with one more Teftimony among many, let 
us conſidler how the moſt vile and horrible Act that ever was 
done upon the Face of the Earth, the Lord God is ſaid to have 
wrought moſt holily ; for as Fudas, the Fetus, and Pilate, are 
all ſaid to have given Chrift to Death, ſo the Father and Chri 
are. ſaid to have done the ſame, and that in the ſame Words ; 
the Manner and Purpoſe are divers. 

. He aſks again, Doth not God then ſuffer ſuch Things to 
be done ? F | 
_ Anſwer, He ſuffereth indeed, yet this is not an idle Per- 
miſſion, as ſome imagine, but joined with a very active Doi 
ar Wark of God, as in the Crucifying of Chrift, it is ſaid, 
that they did nothing but that which the Hand of God had de- 
termined before. Acts ii. 23.—iit. 18.—iv. 28. God is not 
only a bare Permitter of the evil Works, but a powerful Go- 
vernor of them to his Glory, and an Effetter alſo of it, ſo far 
as it hath any Good in it. | 
Again he ſays, Declare how God can have a Hand in 
theſe Things, and yet be free from Sin? al 

Anſwer, He is a cunning Workman, who, with an ill Tool, 
will work cunningly ; and, as a moſt excellent Apothecary maketh 
a Medicine of the Mixture of Poiſon in it, which yet is not 
Poi ſanous, but rather medicinal ; ſo the Lord, in guiding and 
managing the Poiſon of Sin, draweth Treacle from the Sins of 
Alen, Sc. Thus much from that excellent Author Arch- 
biſhop Uſher. 

I ſhall next recommend the gth Chapter of the Romans to 
your ſerious Conſideration, and give you the Comment of 
an Author or two on ſome Part of it. | 
Mr. Ttilſen, in his Dialogue on this Chapter, aſks, What 
is the End or final Cauſe of Election? Anſwer, The ut- 
moſt End is the Praiſe of his 4 Grace; hence the Ele& are 
called the Veſſels of Mercy. The neareſt Cauſe is Man's Sal- 
vation to obtain eternal Life ; and the final Cauſe of Reproba- 
tion is the Praiſe of his Fuſtice, and the Deſtruction of Sinners. 
This is his Obſervation on Verſe the 11th. 
 Eluathan Parr, on the ſame Verſe, obſerves, The Pro- 
miſes are the ſame propounded to all; but they are in the Coun- 
1. A God's good Pleaſure and Purpoſe, made effettual only to 
the Elect. 

So again the ſame Author on Verſe the 13th, The End of 
Preaching is not ta make of Reprobates Elett : Na, ſurely, 
hat would be to croſs the eternal Decree of God, and 

prove 


[ 22 ] 
prove him to be a changeable Being, but that the Elec? fhould 
thereby attain the fire poof ſed and promiſed Sulvation. 

The fame Author on \ Verſe the 16th. A Carpenter ſiving 
divers Trees before him 7 8 lite ech marks one to be ſatun 
into Boards, another int „c. If we aſk him why he 
Ents ont one Tree thus, — thus ? he will anſwer, that 
tr for the he nts or Timber for the oof, ano- 
ther for other Uſes in the Building : But if you aſk him, w 

4 this Ae than another, all being of like Goodneſs ® 

55 Wt Judge the Queſtion unreaſonable, and alledge his Will: 
So beyond the Will of God, no E . 
of the Election or obation of Men. 

The fame Author on the 18th Verſe. A! the Effect. of 
the Divine Will are good; but Election and Reprobation are 
Effects of the Divine Will; n &c. 


He that by an 8 Rem both dt he will, dealeth not 
unjuſtly. But God by an abſolute Right eefieth ſome, and 
everpaeth others ; therefore, Fre 

he ſame Author on Verſe 19thThou 75 y unto me, 
why doth he yet find Fault? For who hath reſiſte bis Will? 
So on to the End of the 23d Verſe ; on all Vobich he ſays, 
His ſecret Will is the Will of his good Pleaſure, whereby he 
determineth of Things he will ds. His Revealed Will is that 
which is man fed? in his Word, commanding Things to be done 

by us. His ealed Will is 2 by the Wicked ; his ow 

7, cannot be reſifled 0 2 If his Will be the 
Cauſe of Rep Reprobation, then he hath no Reaſon to complain, be- 
0 his Will cannot be reſiſted. Lower, he faith, As 

he ſhould ſay ; Thau, O Man ! thou Piece Clay | l thou 

irt of the tree ! What art thou, baſe vile Wretch, deft Hou 

77 0 God? Paul ſeems to ſpeak in ſome Heat ; his 

eftions and Holy Zeal being ſtirred at 30 Malepertneſs of 
Caviller. 

3 Shall the Wood quarrel with the Carpenter? The 
Iren with the Smith ? The Clay with the Potter? 

This laſt is Paul's Similitude, taken out of Eſay xlv. 9. 
and ly Proportion teacheth, that Mam is mt to quarrel worth 
God 2 his Predę iaation. 

Shall the Pot ſay to the Potter, why haſt thou made me of 
this Faſhion ? 

It is the worſt Faſhim. A Man without Hands might have 


made as good @ one. Much leſs may Man, who is but a Pot- 
| ſheard, 


L 23 1 
4 argue the Caſe with God, complaining of his Dacree; 


for there is more Difference between us and G od, than between, 


the Pot and - N th an Emperor were a Potter, and 


| ow Pot ever. 


in, The 1 aſon is fr from the leſs. The Clay may not ex- 
a e with the Potter, having Power of the ſame Lump 10 
make one Veſſel to Honour, and another to Diſhonour. Much 
more hath God Power of the ſame damned Lump, to harden 
oy and to have Mercy on other ſome. 
Again, The Potter made not his Clay, but both Potter and 
Clay are made by God; therefore his Right is more. 

Objection. Th the Pot may not plead with the Potter, yet 
the Potter hath no Reaſon to be angry with his Pot, if it re- 
main no otherwiſe than he made it. 

- Anſwer. The Potter is not angry with his Pot for *#' the 
Faſhion i in which he made" it, but for the Soil which it hath 
gathered fince he made it. So, i, 08" had remained as 
we twere at firſt treated, God would not haus been angry with 
us ; but we are corrupted, and therefore be may juſtly be 


"Aga, Among the Multitude of Infants which die, 


Asked, fome reprobated. What is t "vo; 9 2 u 5 


Original Sin, the whole Number is guilty. - 

— — onal Innocency, the whole Sum is without Hal. Human 
dom and 2 find not what to ſay, but Divine 

Grace finds whom to cect 5 the + Reaſon is hid, but the Guilt 

is mani 

Aal The 1 Ele and Regrobaie, are 2 72 from the 2 

Lump. They ſerve for one general Uſe, that is God's Glory; 

their main Difference is, the Reprobate are Veſſelt of I, rath 

um Damnation; the Ele Veſſels of e unto mn 

ale both for the Glory of God. 

Abbe ſame Author farther ſays, We preach Mercy if 
thou be "a Reprobate, it is not meant to thee. We preach 
Wrath if thou be an Ele, this is not meant to thee, but to 
the' Repro te. It may be, that when Mercy is preaching and 
pouring down, the Reprobate looks after it, and thinks to have 
it, but be deceives himſelf. When a Father is cutting: Bread 
among his Children, their little Eyes are upon every Piate that 
is cut: It may be alſo the Dog flands by ( Reprobates may not 
9. 7 at the Compariſon, whoſe State is worſe than the Dogs) 

be Dog it may be ſtands by, and gapes for the Bread, but 

the 


' 
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the Father gives to the Dog alſo, but it is a Cudgel or l pip, and 
urns him from him. $9 Mercy is the Childrens Bread, it 
ngs not for the Reprobate's Tooth. | WET 
Thus I have fully proved my Point from Scripture, Rea- 
ſon, and the beſt of human Authority ; and now wait for 
our Anſwer, as I well know ſome Kind of Argument may . 
be formed againſt the plaineſt Lruth in Nature or Reye- 
lation. 
I am, Sir, Your's, 


London, July 17, 1750. | C. L. 


S 1 R, | 
Am obliged to you for the great Pains you have taken, 
[| in order to convince me of what you think 'I'ruth ; but 
its not being ſo ſatisfactory to me, ariſes from our different 
Perceptions; therefore it becomes us to pity, and not to 
blame each other. | | SE 2p 
The enquiring Part of Mankind have Time immemorial 
been divided, concerning abſolute Fate, and Free Agency. 
You will not expect from me an abſolute Determination 
en the Side of the Queition oppoſite to yours. The more) 
probable Opinion on the fair State of the Controverſy, ought 
to determine, or at leaſt incline us toward an Aſſent, and in- 
duce us to ſpeak and act as we would do, if the Point could 
be demonſtrated. If the Honour of God, and the apparent 
Juſtice and Regularity of his Conduct, as a wiſe and good 
Governor of the World, ſhall appear more on one Sich of 
the Queſtion than the other, that Side muſt needs claim a 
greater Degree of Aſſent. WES \ Sv 
If there ſhould appear Texts of, Scripture, which ſeem. 
to oppoſe or confirm each Side, we muſt form dur 
Judgment of the Caſe by thoſe which ſhall give moſt 
Honour to the Almighty, and moſt contribute to the Peace, 
and Happineſs of Men, and which ſhall preſent to our Rea- 
ſon a more juſt View of Things. . 


I ſhall firlt examine by the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things, 


as unaſſiſted by Revelation, and then compare the Autho- 
rities of Scripture one with another, then weigh each in 
the Balance of Reaſon ; for both Sides of contrary Poſi- 
tions cannot be true, | 

Firſt, 


Ta WY. WW 
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" Firſt, Examine by Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Revelation. The 
firſt Step in the Enquiry after True Religion, is to gain ſome 


proper Notion of God. As the Apprehenſions of Men are 
of that great Object, ſo will they frame their Syſtems of 


Creed and Worſhip. Suppoſe any Number of Men of good 
natural Parts, arrived atan Age capable of Reaſoning, who 
had never heard of a ſupreme Maker and Governor of the 
World ; yet, from the Appearances of Nature, and the 
Order and Harmony of Things, were drawn to conclude 
that ſome powerful Being made and upheld the wonderful 
Frame. When they had thus reaſoned themſelves into the 
Belief of a God, whoſe Wiſdom and. Power was apparent 
from his Works, it is eaſy to think they could not be long 
cer they attributed to him Goodneſs alſo; and that Wil- 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs in God, bears ſome Analogy 
to thoſe Qualities in human Nature. If ſo, we cannot, 
without a tacit Reproach, believe God to have conducted 
hymſelf towards his Creatures in ſuch a Manner, as the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Men would not have done, in a Cafe in 
any Degree ſimilar to theſe, over whom they have Prehemi- 
nence. For a Man to juſtify his great Severity by his un- 
controulable Power, is what conſtitutes the abhorred Cha- 
racter of a Tyrant. : 

Give me Leave to examine your Senſe of ſome Texts of 
Scripture, eſpecially in the Ninth Chapter of the Romans, 
by Reaſon, and ſee what an amiable Character will be ex- 
hibited of the Lord of all Things. What Heart but muſt 
bleed for poor Eſau, of whom the Hiſtory has not given a 
bad Character? but bound by the Adamantine Chain 
of God's eternal Decree. See him molt cruelly, falſly, 
and unjuſtly abuſed by his own Fleſh and Blood, his 
Mother and Brother, by Fraud and notorious Lies, in 
which the ſolemn Name of God is abuſed to cover 
the Deceit. The poor honeſt Heart, in the moſt mo-- 
mentous Affairs of this Life, vilely injured, and damn'd 


when he was dead, becauſe his Maker, before he was 


born, hated him; for the Children being not yet born, nei— 
ther having done Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of God ac- 
cording to Election might fland, not of Worts, but of him that 
calleth ; it was ſuid unto her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the younger : 
As it is writtcn, Jacob hade I loved, but Eſau have I hated. 
And all this, that the Glory of God's Severity might thine 
forth in moſt terribie * The Reaſon given in 

0 Verſe 


['26:]* 
Verſe 15. For I will have Mercy on whom I will have 
Mercy, &c. So then it is not of him that willeth, or of him 
that runneth, but of God that eth Mercy. 
However bad 


up, that I might ſhew my Power in thee, and that my Name 
might be declared throughout all the Earth, Therefore, or by 
this, *tis plain, he hath Mercy on whom he will have Mercy, 
and whom he will he hardneth. So fond (if I may be allowed 
the Expreſſion) is the God of all Grace repreſented, of 
ſhewing his moſt ſevere Vengeance | | 

As to the Inſtance of the Potter, let me examine 
the Fitneſs of the Alluſion to the Concluſion, in your 
Senſe of the Words. Shall the Thing formed ſay to him 
that formed it, why haſt thou formed me thus * Hath not 
the Potter Power over the of the ſame Lump, to 
make one Veſſel to Honour, and another to Diſhonour ? 
Yes ſurely, he has, as it ſhall pleaſe him, a Right out cf 
the ſame Sod to make. a Piſs-pot and a Punch-bowl ; what 
is it to the inanimate Clay to what Uſe it ſhall be put? 
But the Inference drawn from the Premiſes is unnatural and 
abſurd, in the Senſe you put upon the Words. What 
ſhall we believe our God is ſo earneſt to glorify his Wrath, 
as to make the infinitely greateſt Part of his rational Crea- 
tures eternally miſerable, to let a few fee how wretched 
he can make the reſt of the Works of his Hands? Should 
a Potter make his Ware ill, with Deſign to ſhew that he 
could make them ſo, and break them to Pieces, to ſhew 
he had a Power over his Workmanſhip, his Neighbours 
muſt needs think him a filly humourous Potter, and his 
Time fooliſhly ſpent. But were his Pots as ſenſible of Pain 
from his ill Uſage of them, as the animal and rational] 
Part of the Creation are ſenſible of Ill-uſage, he would add 
to the fooliſh Part of his Character, that of being abomi- 
nably cruel, 

I hope the Words of the Apoſtle will bear an Interpreta- 
tion very different from yours, or I humbly conceiye they 
will not be impoſed on the Chriſtian World as Part of the 
Oracles of the God of Juſtice, Truth and Mercy. 

The Suppoſition of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, implics Freedom in rewardable and puniſhable Be- 
Inge: 

2 Iam 


harach might have been, twas as to him 
unavoidable. Even for this ſame Purpoſe have I raiſed thee 


(27) 
I am now to ſhew that the Tenor of the Sacred Writings 
is againſt the Senſe you put on the Words of St. Paul. 
| The Sctiptures, in one Part, muſt needs be the beſt Rule 
of the Interpretation of others, and on your own Princi- 
les are not to claſh 3 but ſuch ſeeming Contradiction muſt 
ſet to the Account of our own Want of better Informa- 


tion. On your Side of the, Queſtion is nothing but arbi-' 


trary Authority, in Oppoſition to the Common Senſe of 
Mankind, and on mine, a Concurrence with the Notions 
Men have of Truth, Goodneſs, and the moſt exalted 
uſtice. | | 
a In numberleſs Places God is repreſented as immediately, 
and, by his Meſſengers, propoſing Lerms with his Creatures; 
which would be abſurd, if, from Eternity, they had been 
predeſtinated. The End, and the whole Series of Means 
to that End, all fixed by the eternal Decree of God. If 
that Doctrine were true, what a vaſt Expence of Time and 


Labour has been loſt in all the Ages through which the 


Church of God has exiſted, in order to prevail on Men 
to turn to God and live, when *twas fore-ordained that 
they ſhould inevitably be damned? But I preſume” I ſhall 


make the contrary appear; in order to which, I ſhall quote 


ſome Texts of Scripture, jt contrary 5 the Senſe you put 


on ſome others. Ezekiel xxxiii. II. Say unto them, as 1 
live, 91 the Lord God, I Hue no Ple ure in the Death e 
the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his May and 
live: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Mays; for why will ye 
die, O Houſe of Iſrael? On which Words the noted Mr. 
Baxter obſerves, 

r.] It is the unchangeable Law of God, that the Wicked 
muſt turn or die. | | 

2. ] It is the Promiſe of God, that the Wicked ſhall live, 
if they will but turn. 

3-] God takes Pleaſure in Man's Converſion and Salvation, 
but not in their Death and Damnation. 

4.] This is a moſt certain Truth, which, becauſe God 
would not have Men to queſtion, he hath confirmed it to 
them ſolemnly by his Oath. 

5. ] The Lord doth redouble his Commands and Perſua- 
ſions to the Wicked to turn. | 

6.] The Lord condeſcends to reaſon the Caſe with them, 
and aſketh the Wicked, why 7 will die. 
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7.] If, after all this, the Wicked will not return, it is 
not long of God that they periſh, but betauſe, of them 
" ſelves; their own Wilfulneſs is the Cauſe of their Damna- 
tion; they therefore die, becauſe they will die. If this is 
not true, what a ſolemn Farce is all this? If it is ſo, how 
nr to your Senſe of Romans the gth, and ſome 
other Places ? of | 

Can a greater Inſult be offered the Wretched than to in- 
treat, beſeech, threaten, promite, c. thoſe who have by 
the Intreator been incapacitated for Performance, and yet 
ſeverely puniſhed for not doing what was impoſſible for them 
to do? Is not this like breaking Perſons Legs, plucking out 
their Eyes, intoxicating their Brains, and yet command them 
to walk, ſec, and be Tie To beſeech, pray, promiſe, 
threaten, and yet to ſwear *tis not the Deſire of the In- 
flictor, that they ſhould remain in the State into which he 
has irremedileſly thrown them. If the. poor unhappy Pa- 
tients were to be thus mocked by the injurious Sovereign, 
and afterwards be fully re-paid for the Suffering under the 
tragic Part they were forced to act, would be ſomething, in 
their Favour ; but, after all, according to your Senſe of 
ſome Texts of Scripture, they muſt be exquiſitely and eter- 
nally puniſhed, for being what an eternal Decree has made 
them; ©iz. lame, blind, and ma. 8 

O ye Blaſphemers ! are theſe the Honours ye beſtow on 
the Lord of all the Earth, whoſe tender Mercies are over 
ALL his Works: 3 a 

O my Soul come not thou into their Secret; unto their A 
ſembly, mine Honour, be net thou united! Gen. xlix. 6. 

J having exceeded the ordinary Bounds of a Letter, ſhall 
only quote a few more of the many Texts of Scripture,where- 
in it is expreſſed, or fairly implied, that every one has Com- 
mon Powers given him, by which he may attain ſo high a 
Pitch of Virtue, which will be rewarde by the Judge of 
all the Earth, Pſalm Ixxxi. 13. O that my People had heark- 
ened unto ine, and Iſi ael had walked in my Hay: ; 

Deut. v. 29. O that there were ſuch an Heart in them, — 
that it might be well with them and their Children fer ever 

Micah vi. and the nine fir{tVerſes, in which are exceeding 
ſtrong Expoſtulations, c. And is all this for no other Pur. 
poſe than to inhance the Crime and Puniſhment of the un- 
happy Reprobates? Iſaiab lv. 1, 2, 3,—06—7. Prov. z 
an 


29 } 
and twenty firſt Verſes. Feremiah iii. 17, 12, 13, 23. 4 
xxiii. 37. Exel. xviii. 21, to the End of the Chapter. 


July 25, 175% 9 2 1 T. W. 
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A. 8 there will be no End of Cavils, while Men are ſet- 
ting up Reaſon againſt Revelation, and will appear 

wiſe above what is written, I deſire we may cloſe our Cor- 
reſpondence on the Subject of Religion, and ſhall leave with 
you a few Texts for your ſerious Dil robers dn ic 
When our Bleſſed Lord was on the Point of offering him- 
ſclf a Sacrifice for the Sins of the Elect, and them only, he 
ſays to the Father, John xvii. 6,9. I have, manifeſted thy: 
Fs unto the Men which thou gaveſt me out of the Warldy 
I pray for them, I pray not for the Horid, Can any "Thing, 
be more expreſſive of peculiar Love to them, and to them 


only ? | 
So, Mark iv. 11. And he ſaid unto them, unto you it. is 
given to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God, but to them 
that are without : All theſe Things are done in Parables, that 
ſeeing they may ſee, and not perceive, &c. 
ou ſee how cautious our Lord was, not to deliver him- 
ſelf in Terms which could have been by the Multitude un- 
derſtood. So, Luke viii. 10. to the ſame Purpoſe. 2 Cor. 
iv. 3. If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are liſt. — 
"Theſe two Places explain each other, and prove that thoſe 
Means of Grace, effectual to the Elect, are of no Uſe to the 
Reprobate, and all as the Conſequence of the abſolute De- 
cree of God, who has a Right to diſpoſe of his Creatures as 
he pleaſes. I ſhall earneſtly recommend you before the 
Throne of Grace; paradventure the Lord may be gracious ; 
if not, I muſt leave you to follow your own Deluſions. If 


the Decree is paſſed, I muſt acquieſce, and ſay, He that is 


filthy, let him be filthy /till ; and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous ſtill. 
I am, Dear Sir, 


London, Tour Compaſſunate Friend, 


Aaguſi 2, 1750. 


SIR, 
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81, | 
Received the Fayour of y your laſt, which, as expreſlive 
of Kindneſs and Concern for my Welfare, is very ac. 
ceptable to me; tho it appears inconſiſtent with itſelf, and 
contrary to the Honour of God. 

T cannot, on your own Principles, think myſelf obliged vs 

for that kind Diſpoſition which you expreſs,” becatiſe 

whatſoever comes to paſs in Time, was, you fay, decreed 
from Eternity; You to be a Veſſel of Mercy, ſecure in the 
Light of Grace; I, as far as to you appears, an' Infidel, 
ſhut up under Darkneſs, till I ſhall be called forth tb cloſe 
my tragic Scene to God's Glory, in the Sentence and Exe- 
cution of Eternal Damnation: In ſhort, if I am not det; 
and if you are elect, I cannot be ſaved, nor you damned, 
our Minds being ſeverally over-ruled to anſwer ho N 
of God's Decree concerning us. 

Bae I hope beter Thing, and am, 


. Bow Nes, We. 2. 0s 
n 1750. T. W. 
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